



 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EGREMONT TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15TH JULY 2025 AT 5.30PM 2025 IN EGREMONT MARKET HALL
Present:           
           	Mr Gareth Stringer (GS) 		Acting Chairperson
        	
Also:
            Mr Graham Calvin (GC)  		Mr Sam Pollen (SP)                            
         	Mr Patrick McMahon			Mr David Wright (DW) who arrived at 5.40pm	
           	Mr Chris Colley (CC)			
  
Mrs Geraldine Pritchard (GP)      	Town Clerk
	Mrs Nicola Cattanach (NC) 	     	Assistant Clerk
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED to accept with reasons noted, apologies from Councillor Elaine Woodburn, Councillor Chris Whiteside, Councillor Robbie Tear & Councillor Jean Lewthwaite

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
GS invited Cumberland Councillor SP to give his report as follows:
Borderlands meetings are continuing in preparation for future town investment and regeneration of the former Red Lion site. CC suggested an area of land for a BMX track and SP said he would look into it. 
SP had received a complaint from Bookwell school regarding contractors working on the new Gleeson’s housing estate as they were disrupting school start times. SP said there is a need for a traffic management plan because the Orgill development and the new Aldi supermarket will also create an increase in traffic.
SP talked about the recent visit from the Police & Crime Commissioner and their walkabout in Egremont including Calderwood House and Egremont Castle. There is to be a meeting with Police Sergeant David McDonald and Councillors on 23rd July. SP said there needs to Police presence in the Town and for them to work in partnership with the Town Council to tackle antisocial behaviour.
SP highlighted the ongoing issue of Sellafield workers parking in residential areas which is a problem from Cleator Moor to Seascale. SP said that there are 60 car park spaces which workers could park in but choose not to, he suggested having a token system for workers to use buses and asked if Councillors had other ideas for improvements to pass them onto him.
DW arrived at 5.40pm
SP is to meet staff from Home Group on 25th July for a site visit.
SP is meeting with the Chief Executive of Cumberland |Council on 28th July to discuss regeneration for Egremont and to identify green open spaces. SP set an action for a play park sub-committee DW and RT volunteered and SP said any other Councillors could join.
SP said he had asked Cumberland Council to arrange a street clean and for trees to be cut back after the nesting season.
DW said he had read a newspaper article that teachers at Westlakes Academy were planning to strike because of the bad behaviour of pupils. He said he contacted the school to ask if the Town Council could help to form a closer relationship. SP offered to visit the school with DW to have conversations with staff. DW said there is another school in the County run by the same trust as the Academy which does not appear to be having the same issues. Councillors expressed concern regarding the Academy receiving a disappointing Ofsted report, recently. SP agreed a collective approach is needed to improve the situation.

CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS
GS told Councillors that any nominations for the 2025 Margaret Woodburn individual and group Good Citizen’s Award should be submitted to the office by 31st August. 
Two quotes have been received for a replacement exterior office door. All Councillors were in agreement to accept the quote of £1,695 from Kevin Dickinson to supply and fit a composite door. 

TO CONSIDER, APPROVE & SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING:
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council held on 17th June 2025.

TO CONSIDER & REVIEW ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS
4/2 4/25/2225/0A1 Digital display screen positioned inside the store advertising deals
	Cumbrian Cooperative Society Ltd, 40 Main Street, Egremont
                               No objections
		
4/   4/25/2231/0N1 Prior notification application for the erection of steel portal frame agriculture building
                        Marlborough Hall Farm, Egremont
	            No objections
4/2          
TO CONSIDER ANY REPORTS INCLUDING FINANCE, PERSONNEL, WEBSITE, BOWLING GREEN, ALLOTMENT, CEMETERY, MARKETHALL, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, EG CASTLE, PUBLIC REALM & BORDERLANDS, LENGTHSMAN SCHEME

Bowling Green
A defibrillator has been installed outside of the Bowling Club and the members will receive training on how to use it.

Allotments
GS, GC & RT to arrange site visits to East Road and Bridgend Allotment site.

Cemetery
Complaints have been received from visitors to the cemetery about the influx of rabbits which are eating flowers laid on graves, advice has been obtained but there appears to be no surefire way of getting rid of them, using an air rifle was mentioned but as previously agreed, the Town Council forbids this.
GP said that the pest controller had reported seeing grey squirrels in and around the trees in the cemetery, as these carry a disease which can kill red squirrels, the curator is speaking to a voluntary group for advice.
A letter has been sent to the owner of Toll Bar House to request that he blocks up a space in his garden wall to prevent the dog (who belongs to the new tenant) from being able to enter the cemetery grounds.
Market Hall
Egremont Rugby League Club held an event in the Market Hall for rave bingo on 27th June & it had caused problems in terms of mess in the toilets, rubbish being left behind by the promoters, smoke machines setting off fire alarms and door men not being present for the whole evening leaving young people to run in and out of the building. The promoters of the event arrived late and left an hour later than booked. The rugby club did not have any information on the event or a contact number for the promoters & an email had been sent to the rugby club to add an additional cleaning charge. There are two more provisional bookings for similar events. GS said he would speak to the promoter to discuss events going forward and what stipulations there are in place.
Treatment and repair of the damp in the bar of the Market Hall is to begin on 28th July.

Egremont Castle
PM said that following vandalism in the castle, the police had suggested volunteers locking the castle gates in the evening. PM said the Friends of Egremont Castle would not want to do this and that it probably would not prevent youths getting in.
SP that years ago he was responsible for locking the gates and it was not a great deterrent. There is also the concern that if a person approached a gang of people, they might receive abuse. SP said anti-social behaviour in the town could be raised at the meeting with the police on 23rd July.
PM said he had spoken to a local shop owner whose shop had been vandalised and also another shop owner who has had rubbish thrown inside. SP said residents and the Council need to work with police and every single incident should be reported to police 101 to build up a case. GC said police are under resourced and expected to cover a large area. DW said the same pressures are felt throughout the County.
GP said Sergeant McDonald and the Inspector had called to see her in the office and said it would be beneficial for officers to start re-attending Farmers Markets & other community groups so that residents can highlight their concerns directly to them. The Police were very responsive and were interested to hear what problems were occurring.

Borderlands/Public Realm
GP reported that the planters provided via the Public Realm still need to be varnished and planted with sustainable plants and free from any weeds.

Any Other Reports
Egremont Youth Partnership had confirmed that going forward, funding from Lord Egremont would no longer be received via the Cumbria Community Foundation however the manager is confident they can source funding from elsewhere. 

DW said that he, CW and PM had a meeting via Teams with William Morley to discuss the installation of a defibrillator on a green patch of land connected to a street light at Gulley Flatts at a cost of £1,340. It was a recommendation that the Council could fund this or the Council could make an annual donation to Bill Morley’s charity. It was also suggested to use social media to advertise training sessions for the general public to raise awareness of where the defibrillators are located and how they should be used in an emergency. DW said about liaising with the Co-op to move their defibrillator outside as the device that is currently outside (& the responsibility of the Town Council), will soon be out of date. SP suggested that Mr Morley should contact him regarding other funding opportunities. 
Councillors agreed to donate £500 to Mr Morley’s charity with a proviso that an annual donation of £500 would be donated if agreed following an annual review. GP said that Mr Morley supplied the Market Hall defibrillator and one at the Rainbow Nursery after he obtained grants from Sellafield. 

CONSIDER & REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE
DW had provided direct contact details for Gleeson Homes following concerns about the traffic management of the site.
A few years ago, the Town Council had pledged £1,000 for Bigrigg Action Group towards two benches being sited on the Highway between O’Halloran’s and the Church, P Ratcliffe has now confirmed that this project will no longer be progressing as no one has come forward to take the project on. RESOLVED that the £1,000 is removed from the pledged amounts & incorporated back into the general account.

TO CONSIDER & RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT
RESOLVED to accept, consider and approve the Clerk’s report.

TO RATIFY THE PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN MEETINGS 
It was RESOLVED to amend the monthly statement from last month as a payment of £90.00 had been recorded (see ref 086/25/26) when in fact it should have read £900.00.
RESOLVED to ratify the payments at 9th July 2025 amounting to £4,668.04

TO RECEIVE & APPROVE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT 9TH JULY 2025
RESOLVED to accept, consider & approve the financial statement at 9th July 2025 amounting to £21,765.62.

COMMUNITY DRIVE/LITTER PICK – SP
SP wants a community litter pick to be arranged, GC suggested doing a litter pick on the Sunday after the Crab Fair in September, CC said he would be attending a Crab Fair meeting and he would discuss it with the committee.

TO MAKE A DECISION ON CEMETERY HOUSE ROOF
GP reported that the valuation figure for Cemetery House was between £100,000 & £110,000. The cost to replace the roof was quoted at £19,500, however the contractor had agreed to a discount of £500 for the removal of any lead. GP said that although rent for Cemetery House is fairly low it still generates an income.
It was RESOLVED to accept the roofing quote of £19,000 + vat. GC said the house is an investment that must be maintained & DW and GC suggested a date of 23rd July to meet with the tenant of the house to discuss her issues with the property.

COUNCILLORS MATTERS – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO RAISE MINOR MATTERS NOT ON THIS AGENDA AND NOT FOR DISCUSSION
GC said that he was liaising with Moor Row residents with regards to the maintenance of the statue depicting a walker at the entrance to Moor Row, which previously had been maintained by ex-Town Councillor Jimmy Redden as part of the Moor Row Residents Group.



ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Play Areas – SP, DW
Police and Crime Commissioner to be invited to the September meeting.

RESOLVED THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED the next ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council will be held on Tuesday 16th September 2025 at 5.30pm

The meeting was brought to a close at 7.00 pm
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