


MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EGREMONT TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16th June 2026 AT 5.30PM IN EGREMONT MARKET HALL

Present: Mrs E Woodburn (EW)		Chairperson
  Mr Gareth Stringer (GS)		Vice-Chairperson (arrived at 5.45pm)
        	   
	  Mr Sam Pollen (SP)			Mr Graham Calvin (GC)
	  Mrs Jean Lewthwaite (JL)		Mr Chris Colley (CC)	
	  Mr Chris Whiteside (CW)		Mr Patrick McMahon (PM) 	
     	 
	  Mr Graham Minshaw (GM)		Cumberland Councillor
 
  Mrs Geraldine Pritchard (GP)          Town Clerk
  Mrs Nicola Cattanach (NC)		Assistant Town Clerk
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED to accept with reasons noted, apologies from Councillors Robbie Tear & David Wright. 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
RESOLVED to note there were no declarations of interest on the agenda.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
EW invited SP to give his Cumberland Councillor report:
He had attended a South Cumberland Community Panel meeting today in Millom.
SP mentioned that he, along with EW & GP had met with Groundworks and Cumberland Council on 28th May to assess any issues with the planters on the Main Street. 
SP recently met with the Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner to discuss policing in communities. 
SP acknowledged the good work carried out by Sellafield contractors who have painted the hoardings surrounding the former Red Lion site, it was RESOLVED that a letter of thanks is sent to them.
The Multicultural Cumbria group continues to meet weekly in the Market Hall which SP visits when he can.
A Community Litter pick is being organised for 10am on Tuesday 21st July meeting at Ashlea Road, in partnership with Northern Gas Networks and Egremont Town Council.
Maintenance and repairs have been carried out on the steps near East Road allotment site and the path next to the Cemetery. 
SP discussed the funding that CC has applied for to renovate the Town Hall clock and said he is continuing to work with Nuclear Partners for projects within the community, which is positive news, going forward.

EW then invited GM to give his report, which comprised of the following:
The Pride in Cumberland initiative has started to include a clean-up of towns and tourist areas such as St Bees, however Egremont is not included in phase 1.
The National Highways Transport public survey has been launched and will be sent out for residents to complete.
The Bigrigg roadworks are due to finish by 4th July and those at Moor Row are due to finish by 21st June.
There is to be a speed review on the road from Dalzell Street, Moor Row to Westlakes Science Park, due to the lack of a pavement; there is a consultation for a 20mph limit.
The Whitehaven Coastal Community Panel meeting will take place on 25th June at the Copeland Centre.
CW said he didn’t think the speed limit on Dalzell Street is the main issue, the long term strategy would be to link Westlakes, Moor Row and Cleator Moor with pedestrian and cycle routes.
GS arrived at this point.
SP mentioned the food van currently operating from the lay-by next to the Cemetery. He asked GP to forward the email that had been sent to the Enforcement and Parking department at Cumberland Council, to him and GM.
GC asked if there had been many complaints about the van; GP said there had been a few regarding food being served when mourners were visiting the cemetery and also the fact that the area is supposed to be a 2-hour parking zone. The van is parked there all day & restricting parking for cemetery visitors as well as making it difficult for the buses to get past.

CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS
SP apologised as he had to leave to attend another meeting (5.50pm)
EW asked Councillors to consider nominations for the Margaret Woodburn Good Citizens Awards and to bring suggestions to the July meeting.
EW said that planting had begun in planters along Main Street and also the bed opposite the Cemetery. It was RESOLVED that she puts a request on the Town Council Facebook page to ask businesses if they would kindly water planters outside of their premises during the summer months.
EW said that Citizens Advice Copeland had sent a request for funding to the Town Council. A £250 donation had been agreed on the proviso that would hold a monthly session in Egremont however they responded that this could not be guaranteed due to resources & costs.
It was therefore RESOLVED that a quarterly session was not too much to ask so if they could guarantee this along with an annual breakdown to show how it has helped the residents of Egremont, the donation would still be given.
EW thanked PM for writing to Historic England/Lottery with an expression of interest regarding funding towards restoring the Cemetery Chapels.
CW mentioned that he had noticed a competition for Town of Culture in Yorkshire and suggested that as it exits, next year, perhaps the Town Council may want to look into it and enter Egremont in future.

TO CONSIDER, APPROVE & SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING:
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the AGM of Egremont Town Council held on 30th April 2026.

RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council held on 19th May 2026.

TO CONSIDER & REVIEW ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS
4/26/2158/0F1	Proposed 2 storey extension including increase to parking area at the front of the property
	6 Ling Road, Egremont                                     
                                    No objections

4/26/2170/0N1	Prior notification application for an agricultural building
	Cote Close, Egremont 
No objections

4/26/2182/0F1	Erection of wall to side and front elevation of dwelling measuring up to a maximum height of 1.5 metres and extension of driveway for car parking
	15 Langhorn Court, Egremont 
No objections

4/26/2177/0F1	Proposed two storey side/rear extension
	66 Dalzell Street, Moor Row
                                    No objections   

TO CONSIDER ANY REPORTS INCLUDING FINANCE, PERSONNEL, WEBSITE, BOWLING GREEN, ALLOTMENT, CEMETERY, MARKET HALL, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, EG CASTLE, PUBLIC REALM/BORDERLANDS & LENGTHSMAN SCHEME.

Personnel
There is to be a Personnel meeting held via Teams on 17th June at 6.00pm.

Bowling Club
JL asked if Haverigg workers helping at the Bowling Club would be carrying out duties unsupervised. RESOLVED that GP contact the Bowling Club to find out.
GP informed Councillors of the Bowling Club revised opening hours during their season from April to September:
Open 7 days a week from 1.30pm - 4.00pm
Monday and Friday open from 6.00pm - 7.30pm 
Wednesday evening open from 6.00pm – 8.00pm
The Club will be asked provide a poster and be requested to advertise facilities as widely as possible and this will also be displayed in the poster point and on the Town Council Facebook page. The Town Council will ask that the club provide feedback at the end of the season to see how successful the sessions have been.

Cemetery
CC raised the complaint made by a resident on social media regarding rabbits digging and making burrows near graves and headstones in the Cemetery.
It was stated that if the Curator notices holes these are filled in and headstones are checked on a regular basis, any that are deemed to be unsafe are laid down flat with a notice for the owners to contact the Town Council.
CC said he had looked into the option of shooting the rabbits (by a licenced professional) to keep the population down, however it was RESOLVED that shooting in the Cemetery should not be advocated due to licencing, insurance and also the moral implications of having such a weapon in a Cemetery as well as animal cruelty.  
CC had also spoken to Mr Sharples where he had mentioned setting traps and releasing them away from the cemetery
It was RESOLVED however that no action would be taken but the situation should be monitored for a few months.
CC had met the joiner at Cemetery House to look at the front door, he reported that although a hardwood door would have been better, now that the cracks had been sealed & it will be painted, the repair would be sufficient.GP asked CC if he was happy with the repairs to the new front door at Cemetery House. He said ideally it would have been better made out of hardwood, however once the painting of the door had been done, he would deem the door to be sufficiently repaired.
GP said that the Cemetery House tenant had informed the Town Council by phone that she had received keys to a Council property but a formal written notice has not yet been submitted.

Market Hall
GP asked if any Councillors would be willing to open up and lock up for a class on Sunday 21st June, due to the Caretaker being on leave. There were no volunteers so EW & GP agreed to do it together.
GP said a booking had been received for rehearsals and a musical event in the Market Hall following the temporary closure of the Civic Hall in Whitehaven. It was suggested that in light of the temporary closure, the Market Hall should be advertised as a reminder that it is a fantastic venue for various functions on the Town Council Facebook page, this was RESOLVED.

Egremont Castle
PM confirmed that a new grass cutting contractor – Stuart Kenyon is due to start later this month.
He also reported that there has been some anti-social behaviour aimed at a resident so he has informed her to contact the police if it happens again.

CONSIDER & REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE
During the walkabout to inspect the planters, Groundwork suggested that the damage to the wooden surrounds had been caused due to them being moved, they have therefore recommended that all planters remain in situ but if they have to be moved, lifting straps should be used only.
It was therefore RESOLVED to write to the Crab Fair Committee and explain that planters should only be moved if absolutely necessary but if they do, then straps only should be used and only under the supervision of a Crab Fair committee.  They must also inform the Town Council of when they intend to move them and by whom as the crab fair will be held responsible for any damage irrespective of who moves them & to assist with this, photos will be taken of the planters before and after the move, they will also be expected to be returned to their original position within a week of the event ending.
Cumberland Council have announced new legislation, section 32A of the Localism Act, to redact home addresses from public view on the Registers of Interest on the website from 29th June, unless Councillors choose to leave details visible.
EW asked Councillors their preference and all Councillors present chose to have their addresses on the website. It was RESOLVED that Councillors absent would be asked the same question and the Monitoring Officer would be notified of choices.

TO CONSIDER & RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT
RESOLVED to accept, consider and approve the Clerk’s report.

TO RATIFY THE PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN MEETINGS   
RESOLVED to ratify the payments at 10th June 2026 amounting to £6,225.45.


TO RECEIVE & APPROVE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT 10TH JUNE 2026
RESOLVED to accept, consider & approve the financial statement at 10th June 2026 amounting to £16,029.92.

TO CONSIDER THE LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT FOR THE INTERNAL AUDIT
RESOLVED to accept the letter of engagement for the internal audit.

TO CONSIDER THE ANNUAL BREAKDOWN OF ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED to accept the annual breakdown of accounts and continue with discussions for options with regard to Town Council assets going forward.

TO CONSIDER AND MAKE A DECISION REGARDING THE PUBLIC REALM PLANTING BEDS
RESOLVED to allow Councillors to read and digest the extra information provided by Groundworks of options regarding the public realm planting beds and provide their decision at the July meeting.

TO RATIFY THE DECISION TO ACCEPT THE BOWLING CLUB’S OPENING HOURS FOR THE BOWLING GREEN
This was discussed and Resolved at Agenda item 8.4.

TO RATIFY THE DECISION WITH REGARDS EMPTYING THE BINS IN EGREMONT CASTLE
RESOLVED to ratify the decision that the Lengthsman will continue to empty the bins in Egremont Castle until 31st July 2026.

COUNCILLORS MATTERS – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO RAISE MINOR MATTERS NOT ON THIS AGENDA AND NOT FOR DISCUSSION
CC reported that that Cumberland Council had cut hedges at Brisco Mount park and a resident had asked about a dog waste bin. It was advised to contact Cumberland Council for the cost of installation and future emptying.
PM said that a few houses in the Gulley Flatts area are having solar panels installed on the roofs.

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Councillors to make a decision regarding the public realm planting beds from options suggested by Groundworks.
CW mentioned the bus service recently introduced and asked if it would be useful to have feedback from residents on how it is working in the Town Council area, with a view to passing the information on to those organisations who may have a positive influence going forward. CW said it is important to some resident’s quality of life and many are dependent upon the service.
GC agreed that it was beneficial to have a service from Moor Row to Whitehaven to avoid residents having to cross the busy A595.
EW asked CW if he would do some initial research on statistics and to find out if anyone from Stagecoach, for example, could talk to the Town Council on bus services.
GM said he could contact Cumberland Council for information and asked CW to email him with questions he would like to be asked.
GC said there is to be a celebration of 150 years of Moor Row school at 12.30pm on Saturday 20th June at the club field and he said everyone was welcome to attend.

RESOLVED THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED the next Ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council will be held on Tuesday 21st July 2026 at 5.30pm.  

The meeting was then brought to a close at 7.00pm













































MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED IN PRIVATE EXCLUDING THE PRESS AND GENERAL PUBLIC
The Caretaker is now paid the minimum national living wage of £12.71 (previously £12.65).
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