


MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EGREMONT TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 21ST APRIL 2026 AT 5.30PM IN EGREMONT MARKET HALL

Present: Mrs E Woodburn (EW)		Chairperson
  Mr Gareth Stringer (GS)		Vice-Chairperson
        	    
     	  Mr Chris Whiteside (CW)           	Mr David Wright (DW) arrived at 5.35pm
	  Mrs Jean Lewthwaite (JL)		Mr Sam Pollen (SP)
	  Mr Patrick McMahon (PM)		
 
  Mr Graham Minshaw (GM)		Cumberland Councillor
 
  Mrs Geraldine Pritchard (GP)          Town Clerk
  Mrs Nicola Cattanach (NC)		Assistant Town Clerk
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED to accept with reasons noted, apologies from Councillors Graham Calvin and Chris Colley. Also to ratify the acceptance of apologies of Robbie Tear for the Ordinary meeting on 21st April 2026, which arrived by email before 5.30pm on the day.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
RESOLVED to note there were no declarations of interest on the agenda.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
EW invited GM to give his report, which comprised of the following:
Roadworks in Moor Row are due to finish at the end of April and resurfacing works in St. Bees are being brought forward so that they are co-ordinated to be done at the same time.
The bus service from Egremont to St. Bees should be reinstated in the coming weeks. The Coast to Coast walk that goes through Moor Row has become a national trail and signs have been put up to indicate this. 
There have been some operational issues with waste collection in Moor Row, Bigrigg and surrounding areas, however teams have advised that they will try and go back to those missed, dependent upon time.
GM had been asked to find out who put the Walkers statue up at Moor Row. GP explained it was the Moor Row Residents Group, led by Jimmy Redden. GM had heard suggestions it could possibly be moved to line the Coast-to-Coast route but he would not advocate this as it is linked to the entrance to Moor Row. EW said it belongs to the community and the Moor Row Residents Group.
DW arrived at 5.35pm.
EW invited SP to give his Cumberland Councillor report:
SP said he had been busy with Ward meetings. He was at Rothersyke to discuss the collapsed path; it is sad for residents as it was a popular through road and discussions took place to find a way forward.
SP & DW visited the head teacher at West Lakes Academy. The head confirmed that the school had cancelled holding exams in Egremont Market Hall, primarily due to funding.
They talked about the opportunity for community engagement and the wider thoughts for place plans. The possibility of an all-weather sports pitch was discussed to see how this asset could work for both the school and the community. EW questioned how the use of such a pitch would be managed to suit the school and external groups. SP said that the head would want to share the facility as a community asset. DW said a similar pitch at Whitehaven Academy works and is used out of school hours by various clubs to train.
 SP said the meeting was positive and the Councillors intend to hold regular meetings with the head teacher of West Lakes Academy, Steven Grant in future.
SP said he attended the recent Farmer’s Market and advertised the Borderlands project and confirmed the next Borderlands meeting is on 11th May.
SP talked about the community litter pick on 10th April, helped by the Lengthsman and the next one is due to be held on 8th May; SP will arrange to get equipment.
SP said he met a resident who said a constituted group has been formed, including Councillor Chris Colley to raise funds toward repairs for the old Town Hall clock.
SP confirmed the online Neighbourhood Policing meeting is to be held on 6th May.

CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS
EW read out a statement from Cumbria Police, in relation to a subject raised when they attended the Town Council meeting in February. At the meeting it had been suggested that Cumbria Nuclear Constabulary (CNC) could potentially be used as a resource to help with Anti-social behaviour in Egremont and subsequently a conversation had taken place. It was however, decided that as ASB had reduced since the start of the year a formal request for this additional support would not be pursued at present.
EW announced diary dates as follows:
Thursday 30th April at 5.15pm, Extraordinary meeting.
Tuesday 19th May at 5.30pm, AGM followed by the Ordinary Town Council meeting.
Tuesday 26th May at 5.30pm, Annual Town meeting.

TO CONSIDER, APPROVE & SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING:
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council held on 17th March 2026. 

GM left the meeting at 6.00pm

TO CONSIDER & REVIEW ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS

4/26/2097/0F1	Repurpose the disused garden at the rear of 14 - 15 Market Place into staff parking, with one disabled space, two EV spaces, LED lighting and standard car parking spaces to accommodate our current staffing levels
	14 – 15 Market Place, Egremont

                                    Egremont Town Council discussed this planning application at length and although they fully support any new businesses coming into the town, Councillors share the safety concerns of the Highways department and therefore cannot support this application. Councillors would however, be willing to support an alternative place for parking, if feasible.
	Furthermore, Councillors are very concerned that there are already two vehicles parking on this site (one of which is parked over the mosaic). This is a real safety concern to Councillors and they would request that Cumberland Council address this as a matter of urgency.

4/26/2101/0F1	Change of use from residential (C3) to a flexible use as a residential or self-catering holiday let (retrospective)
	2 Gill Grove, Grove Road, Egremont
                       
                                      No objections 

4/26/2075/0F1	Consultation on Additional/Amended Information
	Planning Application Reference: 4/26/2075/0F1
	Retrospective planning permission for erection of a five bedroomed detached dwelling following planning approval 4/15/2441/0F1.
Land adjacent to Smithfield Road, Egremont

No objections

4/26/2066/0F1	Consultation on Additional/Amended Information
	Planning Application Reference: 4/26/2066/0F1
	Proposed change of use from C3 dwelling house to 2 apartments.
80 Main Street, Egremont

Councillors did submit their comments to the initial application, however, as the amendments are not obvious, Councillors cannot respond.


4/26/2112/0B1	Variation of condition 2 (plans) to re-site garage approved under planning application reference 4/23/2191/0F1 – proposed erection of a new dwelling and detached garage
	Land adjacent to Scurgill Terrace, Egremont
      
                                    No objections

4/25/2307/0F1	Consultation on Additional/Amended Information:
Planning Application Reference: 4/25/2307/0F1
	Residential development for 70 dwellings including infrastructure, landscaping and BNG uplift
	Land to South West of Summergrove Park, Whitehaven

                                   Councillors looked for the amendments but found it difficult to see and would request a full list of amendments.
	In the meantime, there is still a concern that it is not safe to walk along this site; it is within a 40mph zone however, vehicles do tend to speed along the length of road. There is also concern about the impact on Dalzell Street and Councillors would like to see a section 106 agreement put in place to offset improvements to the road by installing a pavement or a cycle way to link in with the current cycle path, again making it safer for pedestrians, whose safety will be more at risk with the proposal of a further 70 homes in the area.

4/26/2094/0F1	Consultation on Additional/Amended Information:
Planning Application Reference: 4/26/2094/0F1
	Application to determine if prior approval is required for the installation of 1 fibre optic pole (9 metres in height) as part of the upgrade of the fibre optic infrastructure off the A5086 (resubmission of 4/25/2390/0F1)
	Woodend, Egremont

                                    No objections

                                     For information only; comments not required:
                                     Intention to site 4 Telecommunication Poles on behalf of 
                                     Fibrus, 28 days’ notice
                                     The Manor, Bigrigg

                                    Intention to site 8 Telecommunication Poles on behalf of Fibrus, 28 days’ notice
	Skye House, Egremont
              
TO RATIFY COMMENTS WITH REGARDS PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BETWEEN MEETINGS

4/26/2044/0F1	Consultation on Amended Description and Additional/Amended Information
	Planning Application Reference: 4/26/2044/0F1
	Refurbishment and extension of existing two storey building for community use; creation of new public realm; construction of two new single storey buildings for commercial and community uses; and formalisation of additional parking spaces to serve the proposed community building
Red Lion Hotel, 2 Market Place, Egremont

Councillors are in support of the enhancement of the site

4/26/2081/0F1	Proposed balcony on rear elevation
	Rivendale, Wyndham Place, Egremont	
	
                                     No comments
	
4/26/2083/0F1	Proposed single storey extension and internal alterations
	4 Ashley Way, Egremont
	
                                     No comments



4/26/2094/0F1	Application to determine if prior approval is required for the installation of 1 fibre optic pole (9 metres in height) as part of the upgrade of the fibre optic infrastructure off the A5086 (resubmission of 4/25/2390/0F1)
	Woodend, Egremont
	
                                    No comments

TO CONSIDER ANY REPORTS INCLUDING FINANCE, PERSONNEL, WEBSITE, BOWLING GREEN, ALLOTMENT, CEMETERY, MARKET HALL, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, EG CASTLE, PUBLIC REALM/BORDERLANDS & LENGTHSMAN SCHEME.

Bowling Club
A copy of the minutes from the Bowling Club meeting held on 7th April, 2026, were circulated to Councillors.
A complaint had been received from a resident regarding the club not being accessible to the public in the evenings and weekends. It was agreed to contact the club to discuss provision as it is a public Bowling Green.

Allotments
A resident had enquired about the installation of a dog waste bin at East Road Allotment site due to an increase in dog fouling. It was agreed to contact Cumberland Council for the price to purchase and site a bin and also how much it would cost to empty a bin each time it is full.
SP said he had visited Bridge End Allotment site and it appeared as though 4 allotments were not being tended to. According to records there is only one plot in the process of being re-let. GS agreed to look at the issue.

Cemetery
A new yard gate at Cemetery House has been fitted.
The Lengthsman has agreed to empty the bins at the Cemetery and he and the Caretaker are covering burials.

Egremont Castle
Councillors have all received a copy of the Friends of Egremont Castle minutes form the meeting held on 11th March 2026.
A clean-up of the castle grounds took place on 21st March 2026.
The Lengthsman reported a light under the archway had been vandalised.

Public Realm/Borderlands
EW said there is a Borderlands meeting on 30th April, with Sellafield to identify assets of the town and areas that require help.
DW said various stakeholders are working together to look at the ambition for the town post Borderlands. 
It was agreed that work needed done to tidy the fence at the former Red Lion site.

Other Reports
DW gave an overview of the Renter’s Rights Act new regulations coming into force from 1st May 2026.


CONSIDER & REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE
GP informed Councillors that notification of price increases for skip hire with NW Recycling was received as follows:
 6.9% plus a temporary 5% rise for fuel increases. 
This was challenged as it meant an 11.9% increase which would be difficult to budget for and the company agreed to forego the 6.9% increase for the time being but the temporary increase would remain in place for now.
An email from Westlakes Academy was received to cancel all provisional school exam bookings in the Market Hall. 

TO CONSIDER & RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT
RESOLVED to accept, consider and approve the Clerk’s report.

TO RATIFY THE PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN MEETINGS   
RESOLVED to ratify the payments at 15th April 2026 amounting to £10,455.12.

TO RECEIVE & APPROVE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT 15TH APRIL 2026
RESOLVED to accept, consider & approve the financial statement at 15th April 2026 amounting to £14,344.76.

EMERGENCY PLANNING – EW
EW said the plan was deferred for now and she will compile a plan when she has more information. CW suggested Councillors have time to have a think about the subject. It was RESOLVED that Councillors would email EW with suggestions of potential emergencies in the town so that she move this forward.

TOWN HALL CLOCK – CC
A copy of the email sent by CC with information of the progress of the refurbishment of the Town Hall clock was sent to all Councillors.

TO CONSIDER & AGREE PAYMENT FOR THE FOLLOWING SUBSCRIPTIONS:
· The annual CALC subscription for 2026/2027 - £973.48
· The annual Rural Services Partnership Membership for 2026/27- £156.12
· The annual ICCM Membership for 2026/2027 - £110.00
It was RESOLVED to accept and pay the annual CALC subscription and accept and pay the subscriptions for the Rural Services Partnership and ICCM for another 12 months; to be reviewed.
JL left the meeting at 7.00pm
COUNCILLORS MATTERS – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO RAISE MINOR MATTERS NOT ON THIS AGENDA AND NOT FOR DISCUSSION
SP said he had received an email from Citizens Advice Copeland regarding funding. He requested the item be on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting.
PM said that the Friends of Egremont Castle Easter event was a great success. He said that Orgill and Bookwell schools were going to be involved in planting flower beds in the castle grounds.
PM said that following the litter pick at the castle on 21st March the FoEC were not happy about the email received from the Town Council regarding arrangements not being made for the rubbish to be collected. 

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Report on Emergency Plan - EW?
To consider a financial donation request from Citizens Advice Copeland – SP

RESOLVED THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED the next ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council will be held on Tuesday 19th May 2026 at 5.30pm.  

The meeting was then brought to a close at 7.30pm
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