


MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EGREMONT TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 17TH MARCH 2026 AT 5.30PM IN EGREMONT MARKET HALL
Present: 
Mr Gareth Stringer (GS)		Acting Chairperson
        	    
     	Mr Chris Whiteside (CW)           	Mr David Wright (DW) arrived at 5.45pm
	Mr Chris Colley (CC)			Mrs Jean Lewthwaite (JL)
	
Mr Graham Minshaw (GM)		Cumberland Councillor

Mrs Geraldine Pritchard (GP)		Town Clerk
Mrs Nicola Cattanach (NC)		Assistant Town Clerk

Two members of the general public as well as Tracy McFadden (TM) from Egremont Youth Partnership who will be giving a presentation.
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED to accept with reasons noted, apologies from Councillors Elaine Woodburn, Graham Calvin, Patrick McMahon & Robbie Tear.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
RESOLVED to note DW declared an interest in matters relating to Florence Arts Centre.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
GS introduced TM and invited her to proceed with the update on Egremont Youth Partnership.
The participation from young people is going well with different age groups attending throughout the week. Activities include, X-Box/PlayStation, Workshops, Arts and crafts, litter picks. Young people are taught about the effects of drugs and alcohol, internet safety and the consequences anti-social behaviour can have on the community.TM said that staff work with the police and local businesses to address any trouble, however, overall, the young people that attend EYP are respectful to staff. TM said that the perception of young people is often worse than the reality and staff are committed to addressing any anti-social behaviour, even working unpaid to disperse large groups that could intimidate residents. There is a minibus to pick young people up to attend the centre and take them home as well as taking them on organised trips, further afield Some funding is provided by Sellafield and GDF funding supports a group at Beckermet and Thornhill but not Egremont. Raising funds is always an issue, particularly as the £5,000 annual grant from Lord Egremont has been withdrawn.
GP asked TM if she applied for funding from other Town Councils and TM did not think she could. GP said it was worth a try given that young people from outside of Egremont attend EYP.
GS thanked TM for attending the meeting and she left at 6.00pm.

GS then asked MW if he had anything to raise. MW said he wanted to discuss the former Red Lion site & reported that residents support the regeneration of the site but there were concerns as to how the development would be monitored. Residents were also concerned about anti-social behaviour and that many were afraid to report trouble to police for fear of repercussions. MW said he would like to see more Councillor presence, rather than just when canvassing.
SP agreed that anti-social behaviour was distressing but he had assurance from the police that they were committed to do more to address issues.
GS reminded all that if anyone sees anything untoward, they should report it to 101 or 999.
GS thanked MW for attending the meeting and invited GM to give his report.

GM said that a Traffic Regulation Order was in place for the Highways department to paint double yellow lines at Chapel Street, Bigrigg. The double yellow lines need repainted at West Spurr and Hollins Park and also at the corner of Penzance Street, at Moor Row. GM said there are similar parking issues at St Bees and these will be raised by committee in July.
GM said that the next Whitehaven Coastal Community Panel is to be held at Lowca Rugby League Club on Tuesday 24th March at 5.30pm. GM also announced that the Cumbria Combined Authority has come into effect and joint leadership would continue until the new Mayor is in place.

SP was invited to give his update & reported the following:
He will be attending Bootle Community Panel on Thursday 19th March. 
Good news that all Councillors can now join online Neighbourhood Policing pledge meetings.
SP said he had recently met with the Highways team to discuss parking issues & he mentioned the concern regarding the collapse of the road/bank at Rothersyke. 
Himself along with CC had completed the online Equality and Diversity course & he recommended it to other Councillors. 
There will be a Borderlands conference on 11th May which is a chance for Councillors to discuss improvements for amenities & funding opportunities. 
SP met with Cumberland Council Enforcement to tackle dog fouling and fly tipping and to arrange a street deep clean. SP also said that the now dilapidated former Castle Mount care home now has a notice on it, for sale.
SP has continued to attend the Warm Hub and Friendship Group.

CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS
GS reminded Councillors of the importance of attending council discussions in addition to Town Council meetings and CW confirmed that Bill Morley will attend next time.
GS said that the Crab Fair committee had requested permission to place a plaque on a Town Council bench outside of Marion’s shop in commemoration of Steve Foster, a committee member who had recently passed away. Councillors agreed that this could set a precedent for others to want a plaque however the Council would have no objections to the committee themselves siting a bench with a plaque. It was therefore RESOLVED that the Clerk contact the Crab Fair Chairman to discuss further.
GS announced that there is to be a general clean-up at Egremont Castle on Saturday 21st March & all Councillor are welcome to attend. 

TO CONSIDER, APPROVE & SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING:
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council held on 17th February 2026. 



TO CONSIDER & REVIEW ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS
4/26/2051/0F1	              Proposed rear single storey extension	
                                      Holmlea, Woodend, Egremont
                                      No objections
	                          
4/26/2054/HPAE	 Prior approval for proposed single storey rear extension &
                                     Internal alterations
                                     Havenly, Moor Row
	                         No objections

4/2 4/26/2044/0F1	Refurbishment and extension of existing two storey building for community use, creation of new public realm, construction of new single storey building for commercial and community uses
	 Red Lion Hotel, 2 Market Place, Egremont
Councillors welcome and support this application
                                     
4/26/2059/0F1	Renovation to the exterior of the building including new cladding/fenestration works, new entrance doors, windows, extension to rear, new access road/footpath, associated car parking & hard and soft landscaping
Florence Arts Centre, Florence Mine, Egremont
                                     No objections

4/26/2065/0F1	Two storey side extension to provide living accommodation and garage/store.
17 Woodbank, Egremont
                                     No objections

4/26/2012/0F1	Consultation on Additional/Amended Information
	Planning Application Reference: 4/26/2012/0F1
	Erection of pigeon loft (Retrospective).
East of Ehen, Little Mill, Egremont
                                   After initially submitting a no objections comments to this application, the additional/amended information has highlighted a concern that this loft has the potential to affect the local residential amenity & public health. We have also received a copy of a complaint from a neighbour who we believe has sent the same complaints to the planning department. Councillors would, therefore, request that Cumberland Council review this application again to ensure that they are satisfied that all potential concerns are covered and will continue to be going forward.

4/26/2066/0F1	Proposed change of use from C3 dwelling house to 2 apartments
80 Main Street, Egremont
Councillors are pleased that this dwelling is being brought back into use, however they would like to request why one of the flats does not have a living area provided. Councillors further wish to comment that they remain neutral of the overall application as there was a concern that the dwelling may be turned into an HMO and the close proximity to the Westlakes Academy.

4/26/2071/0B1	Variation of condition 2 (plans) width & depth of house increasing by a small increment in relation to approved planning application 4/25/2284/0F1 self-build dwelling with integral garage & solar array on front elevation roof slope
Plot 19, Rusper Drive, Moor Row
No objection as long as there is no overlooking onto the neighbouring properties & no part of the property or garden encroaches onto the public right of way path that runs alongside this development.

4/26/2062/0G1	Removal of condition 3 (6M Ball Stop Fence) of planning application 4/24/2050/0R1 application for reserved matters relating to appearance, landscaping, layout & scale pursuant to outline application 4/21/2360/0O1
Land at Scalegill Road, Moor Row
No objection as long as Sports England have no objection

4/26/2074/0F1	Extended current driveway, replace concrete with tarmac and drop kerb to allow access
13 Uldale View, Egremont
No objections

4/26/2075/0F1	Retrospective planning permission for erection of a five bedroomed detached dwelling following planning approval 4/15/2441/0F1
Land adjacent to Smithfield Road, Egremont
No objections as long as Cumberland Council are satisfied that all conditions have now been fulfilled

GM left the meeting at 6.50pm
KJ left the meeting at 7.00pm.

TO CONSIDER ANY REPORTS INCLUDING FINANCE, PERSONNEL, WEBSITE, BOWLING GREEN, ALLOTMENT, CEMETERY, MARKET HALL, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, EG CASTLE, PUBLIC REALM/BORDERLANDS & LENGTHSMAN SCHEME.

Finance
GP reminded Councillors that a decision needed to be made following the presentation given by TM. It was RESOLVED that a £1000 grant would be paid for 2025/26 to Egremont Youth Partnership.

Website
CW suggested, in future adding any police reports on to the Town Council website.

Allotments
After a recent inspection of the allotment sites, the committee recommended that the plots for poultry remain as they are on the East Road site

Cemetery
GP, CW and the Cemetery Curator attended Cemetery House with a representative from Cumberland Council Housing department & the cemetery house tenant to discuss issues on the notice.  The inspection was very useful & informative for all.  
CW said that the Town Council needed an understanding of legal requirements as Landlords. GP confirmed DW and NC are to attend a meeting at Allerdale House on 19th March to find out about regulation changes from 1st May 2026.

Egremont Castle
GP confirmed that the minutes of the last Friends of Egremont Castle meeting had been sent to Councillors.

Public Realm/Borderlands
GS suggested arranging a separate meeting towards the end of May for Councillors to discuss funding for the regeneration project.

Any Other Reports
As CC was on his way out, he mentioned that he had been working with a local resident to clear out the old clock tower within the Town Hall. GP suggested putting this on next month’s agenda to give Councillors a full update.  
CC along with MW then left the meeting at 7.20pm 

CONSIDER & REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE
GP emailed Councillors the Gating Order that has been put in place in the passage adjacent to 16 Main Street Egremont & will remain in place for 3 years. The regulations state that the gate does not have to be open during the day. SP said he would speak to Cumberland Council about this.
Email from a Little Mill Lane resident regarding improving street lighting and access to Florence Mine along the lane.  DW said that this had been discussed as part of the Borderlands plan but it was not feasible.  RESOLVED that the Borderlands committee is requested to reply as the resident had asked about funding from the connectivity fund.

TO CONSIDER & RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT
RESOLVED to accept, consider and approve the Clerk’s report.

TO RATIFY THE PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN MEETINGS   
RESOLVED to ratify the payments at 11th March 2026 amounting to £7,174.91.

TO RECEIVE & APPROVE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT 11TH MARCH 2026
RESOLVED to accept, consider & approve the financial statement at 11th March 2026 amounting to £13,358.12.

EMERGENCY PLANNING - EW
In the Chairperson’s absence, it was RESOLVED to defer this item until next month’s agenda.

TO CONSIDER APPROACHING CALC REGARDING NOTIFICATION IN REGULATION /IN LAW CHANGES – CW
GP confirmed that DW and NC would be attending a briefing on 19th March.

COUNCILLORS MATTERS – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO RAISE MINOR MATTERS NOT ON THIS AGENDA AND NOT FOR DISCUSSION
GP reiterated that all Councillors can now join & take part in the Neighbourhood Policing Panel meetings.
GS confirmed the Original Factory Shop in Egremont is due to close on Wednesday 25th March 2026.

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Emergency Planning – EW
Town Hall Clock refurbishment - CC

RESOLVED THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED the next ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council will be held on Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 5.30pm.  

The meeting was then brought to a close at 7.45 pm
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