


MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EGREMONT TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 5.30PM 2025 IN EGREMONT MARKET HALL

Present: 
Mrs Elaine Woodburn (EW)		Chairperson
        	Mr Gareth Stringer (GS)		Vice Chairperson
        	
Also:
            Mrs J Lewthwaite (JL)  		Mr Sam Pollen (SP)                            
         	Mr Patrick McMahon	(PM)		Mr David Wright (DW) who arrived at 5.40pm	
           	Mr Chris Colley (CC)			Mr Robbie Tear (RT)
	Mr Chris Whiteside (CW)  	

Mrs Geraldine Pritchard (GP)      	Town Clerk
	Mrs Nicola Cattanach (NC) 	     	Assistant Clerk
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	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
RESOLVED to accept with reasons noted, apologies from Cumberland Councillor Graham Minshaw and also his late apologies for July were ratified.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
RESOLVED to note that EW, RT & NC expressed an interest in matters relating to staff. CW & SP in matters relating to Good Citizen’s Award nominations.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
EW invited Cumberland Councillor SP to give a brief report from Councillor Graham Minshaw:
Cumberland Councillors recently met with National Highways to discuss improvements in various locations and updated plans are pending.
Whitehaven Coastal Community Panel are due to meet on Tuesday 23rd September at Red Lonning Community Centre.
SP then went on to report the following:
SP & DW had a successful meeting with the Headteacher of West Lakes Academy, to discuss working in partnership, green open spaces and what can be done for the people of Egremont.
Anti-social behaviour towards a resident and the Police were investigating.
The process for asylum seekers and how and why they are placed in communities.
Repeat invitation for anyone to attend the Friendship Group in the Market Hall.
Public meeting with Josh MacAlister MP on 1st October where people can register online to attend. 
As ETC rep, he will be attending via teams the Egremont Neighbourhood Police meeting on 24th September.
A police new officer has been allocated to Egremont. 
SP, EW & DW attended a Borderlands meeting and there will be Public Consultation about town plans in October.
(DW arrived at 5.40pm)
Reminder to all Councillors of the community litter pick on Sunday 22nd Sept at 9am in the crab fair field.



CHOOSE ONE INDIVIDUAL & ONE GROUP WINNNER FOR THE MARGARET WOODBURN GOOD CITIZENS AWARD FROM THE SUBMITTED NOMINATIONS
All agreed that this agenda item could be brought forward as SP had to leave early.

The Chairperson reminded Councillors of the set criteria for the Good Citizen’s Awards which in turn eliminated Mr William Morley from being nominated however it was RESOLVED that a special letter of recognition is sent to Mr Morley in thanks for the sterling work he is doing within our parish to promote the importance of defibrillators.
Chairperson then invited all Councillors to take a vote on the remaining nominations which resulted in the following:
Mr Keith Nichol (nominated by DW, PM & SP) being voted the winner of the Individual award for all of his work as part of the Friends of Egremont Castle Group and also for volunteering at the Egremont warm Hub.
Egremont Rangers ARLFC (nominated by DW) being voted the winner of the Group award for their community support, helping out at the Winter Wonderland event, litter picks, free training sessions for children and fundraising for trips to professional games.
It was further RESOLVED that the remaining nominations are invited to the October meeting to be presented with a small token of thanks and recognition for their work in the community – Egremont Town Band, Egremont Warm Hub, Growing Well, Friends of Egremont Castle & Debbie Bigrigg. 

CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS
EW advised Councillors that the Winter Wonderland Christmas event is to be held on Sunday 7th December but that the Christmas lights will come on Saturday 22nd November.
Once a date for the defibrillator training has been confirmed, all Councillors, staff & the general public will be invited to attend.
EW said she had sourced a PA system with Brooks of Whitehaven to be used for the Remembrance Sunday & would be valuable for other events in future. RESOLVED that EW goes ahead & purchases it.
SP then apologised and left the meeting at 6.20pm

TO CONSIDER, APPROVE & SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE FOLLOWING:
RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council held on 15th July 2025.

TO CONSIDER & REVIEW ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS
4/2 4/25/2307/0F1	Residential development for 70 dwellings including infrastructure, landscaping and BNG uplift
Land to South West of Summergrove Park, Whitehaven 
A discussion took place & it was agreed that before any comments were sent, EW would speak to Highways regarding the infrastructure & the possibility of obtaining S106 funding. 




TO RATIFY COMMENTS WITH REGARDS PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BETWEEN MEETINGS
4/2 4/25/2249/0F1	Replacement of polycarbonate roof with tiled roof with installation of large roof light, erection of flat roofed dormer window on rear elevation. Installation of roof light to main roof on front elevation, removal of existing single storey garage and construction of pitched roof garden room.
	27 East Road, Egremont	
No objections
4/2 
4/2 4/25/2247/0B1	Variation of condition 5 to extend opening hours of planning consent 4/21/2032/0F1 change of use from shop to café.	
57 Main Street, Egremont	
No objections

4/2 4/25/2250/0F1	The removal of an existing metal pitched roof garage and the construction of a single storey flat roof garage	
Plot 22, East Road Allotments, Egremont	
No objections

4/   4/25/2271/0F1	Proposed single storey extension to provide bedrooms, utility room and en-suite facility	
	Southfield, Moor Row
No objections

4/2 4/25/2271/0F1	Consultation on Amended Description:
	Planning Application Reference: 4/25/2271/0F1
	Demolition of existing attached garage and conservatory & erection of proposed single storey extension to provide bedrooms, utility room and en-suite facility
Southfield, Moor Row
No objections

4/2 4/25/2274/0F1	Demolition of existing rear extension and replacement with new enlarged extension and creation of new access entrance and ramp	
Central Hotel, 70 Main Street, Egremont
No objections

4/2 4/25/2277/0A1	Application for consent to display advertisement signs	
14-15 Market Place, Egremont
No objections
4/2 4/25/2281/0F1	Single storey side extension to provide additional living accommodation
53 Croftlands, Bigrigg
Councillors commented that this is a large extension which could have an unreasonable impact on neighbours however they have no objections as long as there is neighbourhood consultation

4/2 4/25/22840F1	Application for self-build dwelling with integral garage
Plot 19 Rusper Drive, Moor Row
No objections

4/2 4/25/2180/0F1       Consultation on Additional/Amended Information:
                        Planning Application Reference: 4/25/2180/0F1
Construction and installation of a battery energy storage system (BESS) and associated infrastructure, landscaping and buried grid cable route.
                               Land between Woodend and Moor Row, Egremont
                               No objections	
4/2          
TO CONSIDER ANY REPORTS INCLUDING FINANCE, PERSONNEL, WEBSITE, BOWLING GREEN, ALLOTMENT, CEMETERY, MARKETHALL, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, EG CASTLE, PUBLIC REALM & BORDERLANDS, LENGTHSMAN SCHEME

Bowling Green
It was stated in the Bowling Club minutes that the Treasurer has carried out an audit of the water rates paid by the club over the last 7 years. There is a query over the amounts paid for the winter periods between November and April when the club is closed and the water switched off. The Treasurer will contact the Town Clerk to discuss this further.

Allotments
RT contacted people on the waiting list and met with prospective tenants. All vacant plots have now been allocated. 
Calderwood House have been given permission to refurbish their plot with new fencing, shed and raised beds.

Cemetery
A site visit at the Cemetery is to be arranged as the yard gate needs to be replaced and the Curator has reported that the spaces in the boundary wall are getting bigger. 
The Letters to Heaven post box is now sited on the Memorial Wall within the Cemetery & advertised on Facebook so that people are aware that they can use it. 
Scaffolding will be erected on cemetery house very shortly as the contractor will be commencing work to replace the roof.
CW asked about a good place to site a defibrillator at the Cemetery and it was suggested that outside of the Curator’s office would be a good place as it would be highly visible and there is a power source. 

Market Hall
The bar has been refurbished with new flooring, lino and the spotlights have been updated. As the Rugby League Club run the bar they have been informed that regular checks need to be carried out by the club to ensure that there aren’t any further leaks to potentially cause damage & an updated bar agreement will be drafted for consideration at the October meeting. 
The organiser of the Farmer’s Market asked if they could purchase some additional trestle tables and if they could be stored in the Market Hall. This was denied as there is insufficient storage already however it was agreed to store three folding tray tables on their behalf.

Egremont Castle
PM was asked if he had raised the matter again of the Friends of Egremont Castle group locking the castle gates, PM said that the volunteers would not do this as there are not enough people.
There has been some damage to the wall of the sensory flower bed which the Lengthsman will repair once he gets some coping stones from Leconfield Estates.
The Calderfest event held at the castle on 23rd August had been a great success.
GP suggested that Lord & Lady Egremont could be contacted to enquire about funding towards CCTV, this was noted.

Borderlands/Public Realm
EW, SP & DW attended a Borderlands meeting to discuss the progress of the former Red Lion site. DW said progress is being made and a planning application needs to be put in place. EW said the area should offer things that are not available now and that would attract visitors.  A separate meeting should also be held to discuss options when more information is made available.

Any Other Reports – Defibrillators
GP informed Councillors that as agreed, £500 had been donated to the Billy Morley foundation. The Co-op have confirmed that it is their company policy that any defibrillators they have inside their shops, should remain inside & therefore cannot be moved outside. 
Mr Morley has checked the defibrillator on the outside of the Co-op that the Town Council is responsible for and it is in working order for now, however it does need new casing which would cost £500.00 or it would be £1350.00 for a whole new defibrillator including casing.  RESOLVED that new casing is purchased on the understanding that it will accommodate a future defibrillator when the current one is no longer operational.
GP reported that at the July meeting, it was mentioned that the cost of installing a defibrillator on a lamp post would be in the region of £1,350 but no firm decision was made as to whether to move forward with this for the triangular area on the approach to Gulley Flatts.  
Councillors discussed this & it was RESOLVED that Mr Morley is requested to apply for funding via the Cumberland Community Panel to cover the costs of this & he could also apply for more funding at the same time to cover the cost of the defibrillator to be sited at the cemetery (plus any other areas which may be in need of one).  If this funding is not forthcoming, RESOLVED that the Town Council will pay the costs, CW said he will liaise with Mr Morley about this. 
PM asked if the new housing estate will have a defibrillator. DW confirmed that when the site is open to residents it will have a defibrillator.

CONSIDER & REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE
Cumberland Council have waived the £322 road closure fee for the Remembrance Sunday Parade as a gesture of goodwill, a letter of thanks to be sent but stressing too that the Town Council would expect no charge in the future for such events.
The presentation slides re: the Devolution Cumbria have been emailed to Councillors.

TO CONSIDER & RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT
RESOLVED to accept, consider and approve the Clerk’s report.

TO RATIFY THE PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN MEETINGS 
RESOLVED to ratify the payments at 10th September 2025 amounting to £22,889.44.


TO RECEIVE & APPROVE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT 10TH SEPTEMBER 2025
RESOLVED to accept, consider & approve the financial statement at 10th September 2025 amounting to £21,347.59.
JL left the meeting at this point.

PLAY PARKS IN EGREMONT PARISH – SP
In SP’s absence, it was reported that SP, DW & RT are to meet to discuss the provision of play parks in Egremont parish & any updates will be reported back to the Town Council.

TO RATIFY THE ACCEPTANCE OF A QUOTE FOR £574.00 FOR NEW BAR FLOORING
RESOLVED to ratify the acceptance of this quote.

TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT THE EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT & CERTIFICATE FOR 2024/25
RESOLVED to receive and accept the external auditor’s report & certificate for 2024/25.

TO CONSIDER & MAKE A DECISION ON THE QUOTE FOR THE WINTER PLANTING OF £1,059.50
RESOLVED to accept the quote of £1,059.50 for winter planting

COUNCILLORS MATTERS – AN OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS TO RAISE MINOR MATTERS NOT ON THIS AGENDA AND NOT FOR DISCUSSION
PM said that the FOEC are hoping to purchase a Christmas tree with solar lights for the castle grounds and possibly a flagpole in future with a flag bearing the crest of Lord & Lady Egremont.
DW reiterated what SP had said earlier about the positive meeting he and SP had with the new head teacher of West Lakes Academy and how the school could work together with community groups.
DW left the meeting at this point.
GP said the Police & Crime Commissioner, David Allen was invited to the October meeting, however he had not yet replied but he is due to attend the public meeting with Josh MacAlister on 1st October, it was therefore RESOLVED that he needn’t be invited to the Town Council & Councillors were encouraged to attend the public meeting if they had anything specific to raise.
GP said that Nik Schickhof - Cumbria LRF Development Officer, Joint Emergency Management and Resilience Team had contacted the office to enquire about attending a Town Council meeting to discuss emergency planning, he was subsequently invited to the November meeting.
 
ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Presentation of the Good Citizen’s Awards

RESOLVED THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED the next ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council will be held on Tuesday 21st October 2025 at 5.30pm
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