MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING OF EGREMONT TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON
TUESDAY 215T OCTOBER 2025 AT 5.30PM 2025 IN EGREMONT MARKET HALL

Present:

Mrs Elaine Woodburn (EW) Chairperson
Mr Gareth Stringer (GS) Vice Chairperson

Also;

Mr Graham Calvin (GC) Mr Patrick McMahon (PM)
Mr David Wright (DW) Mr David Wright (DW)
Mr Chris Colley (CC)

Mr Graham Minshaw (GM) Cumberland Councillor

Mrs Geraldine Pritchard (GP) Town Clerk
Recipients of the Good Citizen Awards

91.25.26

092.25.26

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

RESOLVED to accept with reasons noted, apologies from Councillor Sam Pollen,
Councillor Chris Whiteside, Councillor Jean Lewthwaite and Councillor Robbie
Tear. Also from Assistant Clerk Nicola Cattanach.

PRESENTATION OF THE MARGARET WOODBURN GOOD CITIZENS
AWARDS

EW welcomed everyone to the meeting, she then commenced to read out the runner
up of the Individual award which was Debbie Bigrigg (who unfortunately could not
attend as she was on holiday). Debbie had been nominated for her volunteering work
at the Egremont Warm Hub & her willingness to step in and help at the annual Winter
Wonderland event. The overall winner chosen was Keith Nichol & he was invited
up to accept his trophy. Keith was chosen for the hard work & involvement on the
Friends of Egremont Castle Committee as well as his volunteering work in the
Egremont Warm Hub.

The Chairperson then read out the runners up of the Group award which were as
follows:

Egremont Town Band who was nominated for the commitment to our community by
attending the annual Remembrance Sunday parade, the Winter Wonderland event,
providing an annual Christmas Carol concert & standing in all kinds of weather
playing carols for the enjoyment of all.

Egremont Warm Hub who was nominated for the work carried out in providing a
warm and friendly place for people to attend and enjoy a warm drink and some food.
The hub is a cosy place which offers companionship to all that attend and is a place
to socialise for those who may otherwise be isolated.

Growing Well who were nominated for the wellbeing and mental health they provide
through community gardening whilst providing home grown fruit & vegetables and
encouraging healthy eating.

Finally, Friends of Egremont Castle for their work in engaging with other groups to
highlight the importance of the castle to our community. The planting of the entrance
bed and the encouragement to people to use the castle.

The overall winner was the Egremont Rugby League Club who was nominated for
their community involvement, they are always willing to help out at local events &
during the pandemic got heavily involved with delivering shopping, prescriptions
etc. They also volunteer at the Winter Wonderland event & provide free access to

NC

sport for all ages and now have three girl’s youth teams as well as the boys’ teams.
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094.25.26
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EW then invited Yvonne Farrer (Treasurer of the Club) to accept the award.

The Chairperson said that all of the recipients were worthy winners and it is
recognised that a lot of their work goes unnoticed but it is much appreciated.
Following photographs, all recipients then left the meeting.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations of interest.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

EW invited Cumberland Councillor GM to give his report as follows:

The parking problems outside of O’Halloran’s restaurant at Bigrigg is still ongoing.
Cumbria has been chosen to operate a new pilot bus service scheme for rural areas.
The Borderlands consultation - feedback has been good with the majority of people
being pleased that something was happening in the area. CC said that the majority
of comments that he had received was omission of a play area. DW explained that
this particular funding was not for this however it can be raised at the Borderlands
upcoming meeting. He also said that Cumberland were identifying land that could
be potentially used for a play area and land for a MUGA, this however is a matter
for further discussion.

GM continued by saying that a Mayoral authority for Cumberland will exist from
2026 however a Mayor will not be in place until 2027.

GM was then thanked for his attendance & he duly left the meeting.

EW then read through SP’s report which he had submitted prior to the meeting in his
absence:

Government’s devolution proposals have been agreed which will result in a new
Cumbria Combined Authority established in 2026 and a Mayoral election held in
May 2027.

Public meeting held by Josh Macallister MP & PCC Dave Allan was well attended.
The Borderlands town team & Cumberland officers held a public engagement
session recently which was well attended.

At the recent neighbourhood policing team meeting, ASB at the castle was discussed
resulting in an increased police presence & several individuals have been
interviewed.

There will be a neighbourhood police walkabout in Egremont shortly & a visit to the
Egremont youth centre in the coming weeks.

Local councillors continue to meet with Sellafield representatives & Cumberland
Highway Officers to discuss ongoing parking problems in our community.

SP invited any Councillors with highway concerns to contact him.

CHAIRPERSON’S REMARKS

EW sought ratification for the new portable sound system at a cost of £.............
The original cost of £ had already been accepted however this machine
would not have been delivered in time for Remembrance Sunday and this new one
had better features, RESOLVED that this is ratified.

EM reminded all Councillors that Remembrance Sunday will be held on 9"
November & she asked that as many Councillors as possible attend to walk in the
parade. She thanked GS for agreeing to lay the wreath on behalf of Egremont Town
Council in Egremont and for GC to lay the wreath at Moor Row. EW herself will be
reading out the order for people laying the wreath.

GS. GC
EW
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096.25.26

097.25.26

098.25.26

TO CONSIDER, APPROVE & SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE
FOLLOWING:

RESOLVED to approve and sign the minutes of the Ordinary meeting of Egremont
Town Council held on 16" September 2025.

TO CONSIDER & REVIEW ANY PLANNING APPLICATIONS

4/25/2325/0F1 Alterations, extension & renovations including change of use
of attached building
Woodend Mill, Woodend, Egremont
No objections

4/25/2332/0F1 Permanent use of contractor’s offices & construction training
academy, car parking and hard standing for site cabins with
security fence & associated services following temporary
planning permission reference 4/23/2251/0F1
Plot 5B, Westlakes Science Park, Ingwell Drive, Moor Row
It was RESOLVED that as there were some differing
opinions, DW was asked to look at the plan in more detail &
draft a response which will emailed to Councillors for their
comments & ratified at the next meeting.

Re-consultation on Additional/Amended Information

Planning Application Reference: 4/25/2274/0F1

Demolition of existing rear extension and replacement with
new enlarged extension and creation of new access entrance
and ramp

Central Hotel, 70 Main Street, Egremont

No objections

TO RATIFY COMMENTS WITH REGARDS PLANNING APPLICATIONS
RECEIVED BETWEEN MEETINGS

4/25/2307/0F1 Residential development for 70 dwellings including infrastructure,
landscaping and BNG uplift
Land to South West of Summergrove Park, Whitehaven
Egremont Town Council has asked if the development could do
anything to encourage traffic to travel north from the development to
avoid travelling through Moor Row which already suffers from a high
level of traffic particularly at peak times.
It would be very much welcomed if a pavement could be created from
the development to adjoin the pavement at Dalzell Street as this would
benefit the (probability of) increased traffic to school.
We note that there is no provision of play equipment, with the number
of houses within the development, Egremont Town Council believes
there should be some play provision provided.
Egremont Town Council is also requesting a Section 106 agreement
regarding funding for the Moor Row community to access and offset
any negative impacts of this development e.g. increased traffic
improvements to Moor Row

DW
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4/25/2316/0F1 Proposed two storey rear extension
18 Tower View, Egremont
No objections as long as there is neighbourhood consultation

Re-consultation — Additional/Amended Details Received September 2025:
Planning Application Reference: 4/25/2284/0F1
Application for self-build dwelling with integral garage and solar
array on front level elevation roof slope
Plot 19, Rusper Drive, Whitehaven
No comments

TO CONSIDER ANY REPORTS INCLUDING FINANCE, PERSONNEL,
WEBSITE, BOWLING GREEN, ALLOTMENT, CEMETERY, MARKET
HALL, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, EG CASTLE, PUBLIC
REALM/BORDERLANDS & LENGTHSMAN SCHEME.

Bowling Green

Mr Hall reported a red wigwam tent situated in the car park of the Bowling Green.
He was cautious about checking the tent so it has been reported to Cumberland
Council as it is their land.

Allotments
1. Re-inspections due on plots that were highlighted at the previous inspection.
2. Plot still to allocate at Bridgend
Cemetery
1. Cemetery site visit needs to take place to inspect boundary wall & plan of
benches.

2. The replacement of the Cemetery House roof is nearly completed. Following
the start of the work, the felting on the kitchen roof was found in pristine
condition and therefore did not need any work which reduced the cost to
£16,700 but also the discount to £250. Mr Storey also pointed out that he was
going to do a few repairs that he had seen whilst on the roof at no extra cost
so this was agreed.

3. The cemetery house front door still needs to be replaced and the back yard
gate needs replaced too

4. The curator has recently carried out a repair on the shower at Cemetery House

5. The curator also attended cemetery house to unblock the toilet followed by
Maysons being called out on the Monday to clean out all the drains.

Market Hall
1. GS has been liaising with the organisers of the bingo bongo to ensure that the
concerns we had following the last bingo event, does not happen again
2. The Fur & Feather group have been given permission that they can now go
ahead and hold bird shows so they have booked in the Market Hall for
January and November of next year

Egremont Castle
1. The antisocial behaviour continues in the castle grounds but the police have

identified two youths responsible for the recent incident.

5. RT.
(5L
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2. PM reported that the group had applied for £2,500 funding from Cumbria
Police.

3. He also reported that Friends of Egremont Castle had chosen a winning
design for their new logo.

4. Three plaques had been installed in the castle, two with regards the Cumbria
in Bloom awards and one (as advised by Savills) to state that anyone
entering the Castle does so at their own risk.

5. PM said that he had received an invitation to meet with Sgt McDonald &
Inspector Massey which he confirmed he would be attending in his Friends
of Egremont Castle role.

CONSIDER & REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE

A funding enquiry was received from Mighty Oaks, a community interest company
who are hoping to secure the old co-op building at Smithfield to provide a place
where the elderly can socialise ete. It was RESOLVED that as a small council with
limited funds, she is advised to approach the South Cumberland plan for possible
funding if/when the building is secured.

A draft response to Cumberland Council regarding proposed gating of the public
right of way at 16 Main Street was sent to Councillors for their comments,
RESOLVED to accept the draft & send highlighting the Council’s concern at this
closure & their request for it to remain unlocked during the day.

GP reported that despite several requests to C Scott, Chairperson of the Crab Fair
committee, the public realm planters on the Main Street (which were moved by the
funfair during the crab fair weekend), have still not been put back into their original
position. As CC is a member of the committee, he contacted C Scott on the phone
& informed him that the Council want the planters back in place by Remembrance
Sunday.

TO CONSIDER & RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT
RESOLVED to accept, consider and approve the Clerk’s report.

TO RATIFY THE PAYMENTS MADE BETWEEN MEETINGS
RESOLVED to ratify the payments at 15" October 2025 amounting to £11,233.70.

TO RECEIVE & APPROVE THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT AT 15™
OCTOBER 2025

RESOLVED to accept, consider & approve the financial statement at 15" October
2025 amounting to £34,321.43.

TO CONSIDER & AGREE THE UPDATED DRAFT BAR AGREEMENT
BETWEEN EGREMONT TOWN COUNCIL & EGREMONT RANGERS
ARLFC

RESOLVED that the draft agreement is agreed & it will now be sent to the Rugby
League Club for their approval before being signed by both parties.

It was noted that the updated draft bar agreement includes a provision that the Club
need to be more responsible for carrying out regular checks of the machinery in the
bar to ensure that nothing is leaking. It also states that the cooler cupboards must
remain on the whole time as this will prevent potential leakage from the back of the
cupboards.

GP

GP

GP
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TO CONSIDER & MAKE A DECISION REGARDING TWO QUOTES
RECEIVED FOR REMEDIAL EMERGENCY LIGHTING WORKS IN
EGREMONT MARKET HALL

Following the testing of the emergency lights in the Market Hall, it was found that
ten of the bulkhead lights needed replaced along with test switches, a quote of
£1,530.05 was received from the company who carried out the testing, a second quote
was obtained for £980.00. RESOLVED the cheaper quote is accepted and the work
is carried out as soon as possible.

COUNCILLORS MATTERS — AN OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNCILLORS
TO RAISE MINOR MATTERS NOT ON THIS AGENDA AND NOT FOR
DISCUSSION

DW apologised and left the meeting at this point.

EW reminded Councillors about the defibrillator training in the Market Hall on 29"
October.

EW also reminded Councillors that the next meeting will be held a week later than
normal and this will be the last meeting before the new year.

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
Presentation by Cumberland Council Officer Mr Nik Schickhoff' re:
Emergency Planning

RESOLVED THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED the next ordinary meeting of Egremont Town Council will be held on
Tuesday 25th November 2025 at 5.30pm.

The meeting was then brought to a close at 7.30pm before moving to Matters in
Private.

GP

ALL
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